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We are at a turning point in our study of the 10 commandments. The first 4 

have focused on loving God supremely and now we are turning our attention 

to the last six which focus on loving our neighbor as ourselves. 

 

Loving God with all your heart will radically impact the way you love your 

neighbor.  

 

Reminder: 

 

• Obedience to God’s commands is always a heart issue of love.  

Vs. 10 God’s lovingkindness is promised to those who love 

Him and keep His commandments.  

• Jesus 

o John 14:15: If you love me you will keep my 

commandments 

o Matt 22:37-40; The whole law summed up in loving God 

wholeheartedly and loving your neighbor.  

 

6 ways our love for God will impact how we relate to others… 

 

1. When you love God with all your heart, you will honor God-
given authority (vs. 16). 

 

Let it first of all be said that no society is stronger than its families. 

The family is the most basic unity of society so if we fail to honor 

and protect God’s intent for the family, society will crumble.  

 

For the family to be healthy, it is essential that parents teach their 

children to honor and obey. God’s promise in vs. 16 is that life will 

go well for them in the promised land and their days will be 

lengthened in the land, meaning God will not have to discipline them 

with exile, if children are taught to honor and obey their parents in 

the ways of the Lord.  

 

Paul emphasized the importance and blessing of this commandment by 

reiterating it in the NT. Eph 6:1-3—“Children, obey your parents in the 

Lord, for this is right. Honor your father and mother (which is the first 

commandment with a promise), that it may be well with you, and that you 

may live long on the earth. 

 

Obviously the weight of this commandment rests on parents, not on 

children. That’s because the only way children will honor their 

parents is if they are trained to obey them at a young age.  

 

Neither obedience nor honor come naturally to children. They must 

be trained. Your children are born with a sinful nature. That means 

that rebellion comes naturally, not obedience. Self-centeredness 

comes naturally, not honor.  

 
Teaching your children to treat you with honor is not self-serving; 

it’s for their advantage. Teaching children to honor their parents is 

teaching them to deny their self-centered tendencies and put others 

ahead/above themselves. And this is what Philippians 2 calls the 

mind of Christ.  

 

So what does it mean to honor? It is to set someone above us with 

distinction. This means that parents and young children are not to be 

peers. Rather children are to revere their parents with distinct 

respect. God did not call you to be your young child’s best friend. He 

called you to love, lead, train, and discipline your child. When we 

get to Deut 6 we will discover that the goal is not child-centered 

parenting, or even parent-centered parenting, but God-centered 

parenting.  

 

Some parents fail to give their children strong leadership because 

they are afraid that their children won’t like them if they insist on 

their children treating them with honor and developing good 

character.  

 

"We live in a very emotionally fragile time....By emotionally fragile, I 

mean that we are easily hurt, we pout easily...; we break easily; our 

marriages break easily; our faith breaks easily...our happiness 

breaks easily...our commitment to the ministry and to the church 

breaks easily; we are easily disheartened and discouraged" we seem 

to have very few resources and very little capacity for thriving in 

criticism and opposition." (John Piper). 

 

This emotional frailty has penetrated many families. I’m not 

suggesting that we should not be sensitive to our children, but that 



we must love them enough to walk through the uncomfortable and 

difficult moments of saying, “no.” We must discipline them when 

they don’t honor and obey so that they will develop the kind of heart 

and character that God can bless.  

 

Let me press the matter a little harder. Romans 1:30 identifies 

“disobedience to parents” as one of the marks of unrestrained sin. 

When your children disobey you or refuse to treat you honorably, 

they are demonstrating their fallenness and declaring to you their 

rebellion against God. It is your job to rescue them from their folly 

through discipline.  

 

If you don’t teach your children to honor and obey you, there will be 

no dam to restrain the power and erosion of their own sin nature—it 

will come like a mighty river of destruction. But its when you resist 

their natural tendency toward sin (rebellion & self-centeredness), that 

you can take them to the cross lead them to experience the blessing 

of God’s grace. That’s what discipline is about—teaching them to 

be reconciled to you and to God.  
 

So our kids need leadership, teaching, training, correction, and 

discipline. But they also need grace that comes from humble parents 

who see their own need for the grace of God. This is why Paul goes 

on to say: 

 

Eph 6:4—“fathers, do not provoke your children to anger; but bring 

them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord. 

 

Col 3:21— “Fathers, do not exasperate your children, that they may 

not lose heart. 

 

Rules without relationship = rebellion; relationships need grace.  

 

2. When you love God with all your heart, you will trust in God’s 

justice (vs. 17). 

 

Vs. 17—“You shall not murder.”  

 

The Hebrew word used here carries the specific idea of murder. So 

we are not talking about war or capital punishment here, we’re 

talking about taking the law into our own hands and kill another 

person. Murder is usurping God’s authority in taking the life of 

another  person. This is also the problem with suicide. It usurps 

God’s authority by saying, “my life ultimately belongs to me and not 

to God.”  

 

a. What does this commandment reveal about God 

 

God alone has the right to terminate life. There are times when 

he will use the human agencies of capital punishment or war to 

do that, but a ultimately He is the God who gives life and He 

alone has the right to take life.  

 

Yet God is not only a righteous Judge, He is a God of mercy and 

forgiveness who made a way for us to escape death through the 

death of His own Son.  

 

b. What does this commandment reveal about the Heart 

 

We will struggle with forgiveness. We would rather kill than 

forgive. We would rather cling to our anger than to trust in 

God’s ultimate justice in all things.  

 

Jesus identified anger as the root cause of murder (Matt 5:22) 

 

c. What’s the proper response of Faith to this commandment? 

 

The proper response of faith to the sixth commandment is to 

pursue forgiveness and reconciliation whenever possible. It is to 

go to the cross with our sin and to trust God to respond to other’s 

sin with proper compassion and justice.   

 

Romans 12:18—“If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at 

peace with all men.” But when this is not possible we must trust 

God to bring about justice. Sometimes this will be accomplished 

through our human justice system; but even if its not be fully 

accomplished until the great day of judgment, we can be assured 

it will not escape God’s notice.  

 

3. When you love God with all your heart, you will imitate God’s 
fidelity—His covenant faithfulness (vs. 18). 

 

Vs. 18—“You shall not commit adultery.”  

 



Adultery in the OT was punishable by death. And for the person 

whose spouse commits adultery, it is more devastating than death. 

[premarital] Adultery always has a shadow and it’s the shadow of 

death.  Adulterous relationships are the result of seeking some kind 

of fulfillment and yet adultery never ends in fulfillment. It leaves 

behind it a wake of death with incalculable hurt.  

 

a. God 

 

God is holy, pure, and faithful—a God of perfect fidelity. He 

will not defect on His covenant faithfulness. Even when His 

people violate the covenant, God is always true to His Word.  

 

b. Heart 

 

We will struggle with sexual purity and covenant faithfulness. 

We will not only need God’s grace to live a pure life, we will 

need His forgiveness because Jesus declared that when a persons 

lusts, adultery has already entered his heart.  

 

c. Faith 

 

The proper response of faith is to nurture faithfulness and purity 

in our hearts. This requires renewing our minds with the word 

and guarding our eyes.  

 

Psalm 119:9-11—“How can a young man keep his way 

pure? By keeping it according to Thy word…Thy word I 

have treasured in my heart, that I may not sin against Thee. 

 

Job 31:1—“I have made a covenant with my eyes” speaking 

of guarding his heart against lust.  

 

A word of caution: There is a common danger between what 

men see and what women read. Immodest romance novels are to 

women what pornography is to men.  

 

� I know that some of you men have tried to convince 

yourselves that there’s nothing wrong with your 

addiction to pornography because you are just 

looking at a picture and its not hurting anyone. But 

every time you turn your eyes to it, you mind 

changes, your heart hardens, your view of people 

changes and God counts it as sin against you. It is 

adultery—just ask you wife.  

� And some of you ladies are appalled that I would put 

your immodest romance novels in the same camp. 

But here’s what they have in common: They both 

use the idealism of fantasy to accentuate your 

dissatisfaction with your own marriage.  

 

4. When you love God with all your heart, you will work hard and 

trust in God’s provision. 
 

Vs. 19—“You shall not steal.”  

 

We all know what stealing is—its taking or keeping something that 

doesn’t rightfully belong to us. But few of us realize the great 

deception of stealing. We are made in the image of God and when 

we “act contrary to that image” we loose our sense of fulfillment.
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So here’s what happens: people steal for a sense of fulfillment--they 

want something that doesn’t belong to them for some kind of 

fulfillment. But the act of stealing actually robs them of the greater 

fulfillment of living out the image of God who is generous and 

benevolent.  

 

A. God  

 

God is righteous, trustworthy, and generous. He is our provider 

and sustainer—a God of benevolence.  

 

B. Heart 

 

Yet we will struggle with personal integrity and greed. We will 

struggle with loving ourselves more than our neighbor by 

seeking to gain an advantage at their expense. We will struggle 

with laziness and we struggle to trust God to meet our needs in 

legitimate ways.  

 

The best way to guard your heart against stealing is nurturing 

generosity. The opposite of stealing what doesn’t belong to you 

is generously giving what does belong to you. Many of us would 
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pride ourselves in not stealing from anyone and yet have we 

been stealing from God?  

 
C. Faith 

 

The proper response of faith is generous giving, based on hard 

work and trust in God.  

 

Eph 4:28—“Let him who steals steal no longer; but rather let 

him labor, performing with his own hands what is good, in order 

that he may have something to share with him who has need. 

 

Matt 7:11—“If you then, being evil, know how to give good 

gifts to your children, how much more shall your Father who 

is in heaven give what is good to those who ask Him! 

 
So the proper response of faith is 1) to work hard enough to be 

able to share with others, and 2) to trust God to meet your needs 

through your work and beyond your work.  

 

5. When you love God with all your heart, you will walk in truth. 
 

Vs. 20—“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.” 

The issue here is truth-speaking, especially under oath. 

 

Prov 12:22—“Lying lips are an abomination to the LORD, But those 

who deal faithfully are His delight.” (cf. Prov 6:16-19—among the 7 

things that God hates are a lying tongue and a false witness who 

utters lies) 
 

a. God  

 

This commandment reveals the truthfulness of God—He 

cannot lie (Heb 6:18).  

 

b. Heart 

 

We will struggle with speaking and living the truth. We will 

battle honesty. We will struggle with accurately representing 

the truth, not only under oath, but in more subtle ways that 

distort the truth, exaggerate a story, misrepresent the way 

things really are.
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c. Faith  

 

The proper response of faith is to speak the truth in  love 

(Eph 4:15) entrusting ourselves to God regardless of what 

the truth may cost us.  

 

6. When you love God with all your heart, you will rest in His 

contentment.  

 

Vs. 21 warns us against coveting possessions, people, and property—“You 

shall not covet your neighbor's wife, and you shall not desire your neighbor's 

house, his field or his male servant or his female servant, his ox or his 

donkey or anything that belongs to your neighbor.' 

 

Coveting is a heart attitude that underlies many of the other commandments. 

It leads to stealing, adultery, and murder. It is so destructive because it is 

very opposite of what is true about God.  

 

a. God 

 

God has perfect peace and contentment in Himself as the all-

sufficient God (Acts 17:25; Rom 11:35-36) 

 

b. Heart 

 

The heart issue for us here is that we will struggle with contentment. 

We will be discontent with what we have because we are discontent 

with who we are. And the root of all discontentment is failing to 

discover our deepest satisfaction in God.  

 

c. Faith  

 

The proper response of faith is a life of gratitude that rejoices in all 

that God is, all that He has done, and all that He has provided for us. 

Contentment comes from fixing our hope on God.  
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God did not make us to pursue wealth; He made us to find pleasure 

in Him.  

 

(I Tim 6:6-11, 17) 
 

� Be content with what we have, rather than craving 

what we don’t have.  

� Make God, not money, the pursuit of our life. 

� Fix our hope on God, not on riches.  

� Give thanks and rejoice in all that God provides, 

whether little or much. 

 

Application for Parents:  

 

Practically speaking the fifth commandment to honor parents is the key to the 

other 9 taking root in one’s life and society. In fact I would argue that 10 

commandments outline the priorities of your job as a parent. They give a 

glimpse of what your children need to know about God, what they need to 

wrestle with in their own hearts, and they point us to the proper response of 

faith they will need to walk in God’s blessing.  

 

None of these 10 commandments will come naturally to your children. They 

will only be the result of your training and God’s grace.  

 

The first four commandments reveal that our very highest priority as parents 

is discipleship—to teach, lead, train, and model for our kids that the ultimate 

purpose of life is to love God with our whole heart. The first four 

commandments stress our need to instill in our kids the supremacy of God, 

the jealousy of God, the fear of God, and the love of God.  

 

The 5
th
 commandment (honor parents) calls for loving discipline that trains 

our children to live an honorable life of submission which leads to God’s 

blessing.  

 

The 6
th
 commandment (murder) prioritizes the need to train our children to 

handle conflict appropriately—to focus on forgiveness and reconciliation 

through the gospel. If our children will not murder people with their 

thoughts, words, or action, they must learn how to bring their anger and 

offenses to the cross and develop the skills of gospel peace-making. There 

are millions of opportunities to work on these attitudes and skills in sibling 

life.  

The 7
th
 commandment (adultery) prioritizes need to teach our children sexual 

purity (Proverbs 7, etc.) and intentionally training them to live a life of 

integrity and faithfulness (keeping promises).  

 

The 8
th
 commandment (stealing) prioritizes the need to teach our children the 

value and discipline of hard work (2 Thess 3:10; Prov 6:6-11) and generosity 

as well as learning to pray and trust God to meet our needs (Matt 6:25-34).  

 

The 9
th
 commandment (bearing false witness) prioritizes the need to 

aggressively teach and train our children to speak the truth and live in the 

truth. Any form of lying should never escape convincing discipline.  

 

The 10
th
 commandment (coveting) priorities our need to pray for and 

shepherd our children’s hearts toward contentment. We must guard them 

against materialism and greed. Saying “no” to indulgence is saying “yes” to 

a contented life. This is a heart-desire. We can teach it but if we don’t model 

it, they will not follow it.  

 

In the end none of our children can live out these commandments 

without error. They will sin against the Lord and it is our responsibility 

to point them to the very God of grace who led His people out of 

Egypt (Deut 5:6) and the very God who gave His only Son to lay down 

His life and bear the penalty of their sin to reconcile them to God.  


